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 Tennessee Emerald Ash Borer Action Plan 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 
The emerald ash borer (EAB), Agrilus planipennis Fairmaire (Coleoptera: 
Buprestidae) is a new significant threat to the urban and rural forests of Tennessee. 
This beetle is an invasive species that has the potential to remove ash trees (Fraxinus 
spp.) from North American forests and urban landscapes. First identified in 2002 in 
southeastern Michigan, EAB has destroyed millions of ash trees across its known 
distribution in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, New York, Ohio, Ontario, Pennsylvania, Quebec, Tennessee, Virginia, 
West Virginia, and Wisconsin. With state and federal quarantines in place, significant 
survey and containment activities are underway in the affected areas. However, EAB 
populations are well established in the core infestation area. 
 
It is believed that the quarantine and containment efforts will not be adequate to stop 
the spread of EAB, and that it will continue to come to Tennessee and neighboring 
states not only by natural spread, but by hitchhiking in infested firewood, logs, or 
nursery stock. EAB was first detected in Tennessee in July 2010 in Knox County. 
EAB was found in Loudon County in early August of 2010. Several years usually are 
required to find EAB in a state after it is established due to the great difficulty in its 
early detection. Although chemical and biological controls are under investigation, 
aggressive containment efforts are necessary for new outbreaks outside the core 
infestation area in order to slow the spread of EAB. Satellite outbreaks in several 
states have generated swift, organized responses by government agencies and 
cooperating stakeholder groups. However, in spite of these efforts, isolated EAB 
infestations are very difficult to eradicate due to the fact that in most of these 
detections, much time has elapsed since establishment and the pest has spread 
throughout a large area, much of which is not apparent at the time. 
 
Details of EAB identification, biology, hosts, symptoms, and distribution are 
provided in a Pest Alert by the USDA Forest Service 
(http://www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/pest_al/eab/eab.pdf) and on the Cooperative 
Emerald Ash Borer Project web site (http://www.emeraldashborer.info/).   
 
All ash trees native to Tennessee are susceptible to infestation by EAB. Trees become 
infested when adult beetles lay eggs on the bark, which hatch into larvae that bore 
into the tree. The larvae tunnel in the phloem layer and disrupt the movement of water 
and nutrients, eventually killing the tree. EAB appears to prefer trees under stress, but 
is capable of killing perfectly healthy trees.  
 
Ash is an important component of urban trees in streets, parks, and subdivisions. 
Costs associated with hazard tree removal and replacement tree planting would be 
high. According to USDA (Forest Service, Northeastern Research Station, Syracuse, 

http://www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/pest_al/eab/eab.pdf�
http://www.emeraldashborer.info/�
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NY) the number of trees on timberland in the state potentially infested with EAB is 
261,600,000. This represents 3.1 percent of timberland trees in Tennessee. 
 
Visual surveys, purple panel traps, and inspections had been negative until the July 
2010 find of EAB at a truck stop in the western part of Knox County. The purple 
panel traps placed by federal and state agencies have focused on campgrounds, state 
parks, Great Smoky Mountains National Park, interstate rest areas, and the Bristol 
vicinity (due to the large volume of firewood brought by visitors to campsites while 
attending the NASCAR races there). The EAB National grid survey has not yet 
reached Tennessee, but should in 2011 with the EAB find in Knox County.  
 
Various government and educational agencies, including the U.S. Department of 
Interior, National Park Service (NPS), USDA, APHIS, PPQ, Tennessee Department 
of Agriculture (Divisions of Forestry and Regulatory Services), and the University of 
Tennessee Extension Service have been working to raise public awareness through 
outreaches such as EAB “Blitzes” and presentations to green industry professionals 
and state park staff. Posters, flyers, and pest alerts have been distributed to 
campgrounds and recreational sites throughout Tennessee. 

 
     II.      PURPOSE 

 
The Tennessee Emerald Ash Borer Action Plan (The Tennessee Emerald Ash Borer 
Action Plan should be considered a dynamic and evolving document that may change 
as new research and management information becomes available) has been developed 
to provide a statewide coordinated response, and to help local communities plan to 
respond to the negative effects of the emerald ash borer. The primary goal of the Plan 
is to delay introduction of EAB into and throughout Tennessee, and to detect and 
contain EAB populations and mitigate impacts when EAB arrives. 
 
III. GENERAL READINESS 
  
Objective:  To reduce risk, minimize impact, and respond more effectively to a 
possible infestation of the EAB, and to partner towards overall health and 
sustainability of Tennessee’s forests. 
 
A. Establish a network of agencies and organizations that may be affected by 

the EAB as the Emerald Ash Borer Action Team.  The Team will draft an 
Action Plan and be responsible for advising, advocating, and leading in the 
implementation of the plan. The Action Team is comprised of a Technical Team 
and Communications Team. The Technical Team has the leadership role and is 
responsible for planning, coordination, and prompt evaluation and action. The 
Communications Team supports the Technical Team by providing uniform and 
accurate information and education. 

 
The following agencies have, by law, the responsibility and authority to manage 
an exotic plant pest introduction. See Appendix B for details. 
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· Tennessee Department of Agriculture 
· USDA, APHIS, Plant Protection and Quarantine 
· Affected local government(s) at sites of infestation 

 
1. Technical Team – This team serves as the lead group in planning and 

coordinating all EAB readiness and response activities. Committee members 
are listed in Appendix A. The following serve as Committee Co-chairs: 
 

- Tennessee Department of Agriculture, Division of Regulatory 
Services (State Entomologist) 

- Tennessee Department of Agriculture, Division of Forestry (State 
Forest Pest Specialist) 

- Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (State 
Parks Representative) 

    
2. Communications Team – This team supports activities of the Technical  

Team by communicating accurate information quickly and broadly in a 
manner that increases the effectiveness of efforts to prevent and control EAB 
infestations. Committee members are listed in Appendix A. The following 
serve as Committee Co-chairs: 
 

- Tennessee Department of Agriculture, Division of Forestry (Forest  
Resource Protection Unit Leader) 

- Tennessee Department of Agriculture, Division of Forestry  
(Information & Education Program Specialist) 

- Tennessee Department of Agriculture, Division of Regulatory  
Services (State Plant Regulatory Official) 

 
B. Agency Roles and Responsibilities for major partners in the Emerald Ash  

Borer Action Team include, but are not limited to the following: 
 
1. Tennessee Department of Agriculture (TDA-DRS) is the lead State agency  

responsible for preventing the introduction and spread of harmful plant pests, 
such as insects and diseases, into and within Tennessee. 

  
     a)  Provide surveillance and detection, follow-up inspections on reported  
          suspect invasive species, identification, assessment, and monitoring. 
     b)  Notify and coordinate activities with the appropriate local, state, and  
          federal agencies and private organizations related to program  
          responsibilities and this Plan. 
     c)  Confirm identification of samples and suspect organisms. 
     d)  Cooperate with other members of the EAB Communications Team to  
          develop specific messages and coordinate communication of invasive  
          species information to the public, cooperators, and affected industries. 
     e)  Implement and maintain state and federal quarantines. 



5 
 

    f)  Review and coordinate pest control activities to ensure compliance with  
         federal, state, and local laws. 
    g)  Condemn and seize materials when warranted. 
    h)  Oversee destruction of infested or potentially infested materials or vectors  
         as needed. 
     i)  Provide or assist with the procurement of funding for survey, outreach,  
         monitoring, and containment when appropriate. 
     j)  Provide pest management expertise and advice to all cooperators (including  
         nursery operators) and the public. 
 
2. USDA, APHIS, Plant Protection and Quarantine (PPQ) is the lead Federal  

agency responding to a harmful plant pest introduction. 
  
     a)  Assist in all response activities including quarantine, evaluation,  
          identification, disposal, disinfection, epidemiology, trace-backs and trace- 
          forwards, permitting, inspection, transportation control systems, and survey  
          activities. 
     b)  Collect, collate, analyze, and disseminate technical and logistical  
           information and distribute to field staff and cooperators.   
     c)  Cooperate with other members of the EAB Communications Team to  
          develop specific messages and coordinate communication of invasive  
          species information to the public, media, cooperators, and affected  
          industries. 
     d)  Define training requirements for those involved in response operations. 
          Training may consist of survey, sampling, diagnostic, and regulatory  
           procedures. 
     e)  Cooperate in the declaration of the emergency area and assist in defining  
           the emergency area and control or quarantined zones. 
     f)  Allocate funding for compensation to the owner of destroyed products, if 
           an “Extraordinary Emergency” is declared by the Secretary of Agriculture. 
     g)  Acquire necessary funding to support emergency program activities. 
     h)  Provide investigations and support in cases of federal law violations. 
     i)  Consult with State and local authorities regarding response operations. 
     j)  Issue restrictions on interstate commerce. 
 
3. Tennessee Department of Agriculture, Division of Forestry is the lead 

State agency responsible for providing forest management information and 
technical forestry assistance to the people of Tennessee and protecting and 
managing Tennessee’s forests for long-term resource sustainability. 
 

a) Provide forest management expertise and advice to private landowners,  
communities, forest products and tree care industries, consulting foresters, 
and the general public.     

b) Provide information and assistance to Tennessee communities in planning  
community preparedness and response to EAB and other invasive forest 
species. 
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c) Manage forests on Division of Forestry lands to mitigate the impacts of  
invasive forest pests. 

d) Lead the EAB Communications Team and, in partnership with other  
agencies, develop specific messages and coordinate communication of 
invasive species information to the public, media, cooperators, and affected 
industries. 

e) Provide liaison with the USDA Forest Service, National Association of  
State Foresters, and Southern Group of State Foresters through the 
Tennessee State Forester to request further assistance and funding. 

f) Assist in surveillance, detection, follow-up inspections on reported suspect 
invasive species, identification, assessment, and monitoring. 

g) Assist with containment, restoration, and mitigation activities. 
h) Serve as the liaison (Tennessee State Forester) to the Tennessee Forestry 

Commission. 
 

4. Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation is the State  
agency responsible for environmental quality, waste disposal, energy, 
emergency response to environmental events, operation and management of 
State Parks, Natural Areas, Historic Sites, and protecting natural resources in 
Tennessee. 

 
    a)   Develop programs to reduce the likelihood of introduction of EAB and  
          other invasive forest pests to State Parks, Natural Areas, and Historic  
          Sites. 

b) Cooperate with other members of the EAB Communication Team to  
develop specific messages and coordinate communication of invasive 
species information to the public, media, cooperators, and affected 
industries. 

                
5. USDA Forest Service (USFS) assists in the detection, evaluation,  

monitoring and management of invasive forest pests on all forest  
ownerships. 

 
    a)   Assist other agencies to identify and prioritize which invasive species to  
          control and to effectively implement a management plan to minimize their 
          impact and spread. 

b) Cooperate with other members of the EAB Communications Team to  
develop specific messages and coordinate communication of invasive 
species. 

c) Provide surveillance and detection, follow-up inspections on reported  
suspect invasive species, identification, assessment and monitoring. 

d) Notify and coordinate activities with the appropriate local, state and  
federal agencies and other appropriate organizations related to program 
responsibilities and this Plan. 

                   e)  Confirm identification of samples and suspect organisms.   
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C.  Facilitate Inquiries and Reporting of Suspect Infestations 
 

1. Educate the general public to submit inquiries and suspect infestation 
reports to a natural resource professional (Sec. Appendix  A) to allow pre-
screening for appropriate tree species and insect group.  (Communications 
Team) 

 
2. Educate natural resource professionals (e.g. arborists, municipal foresters, 

nursery managers) to submit inquiries and suspect infestation reports to 
TDA-RS, TDA-DF, or PPQ as described below.  (Communications Team) 

 
3. Inquiries and reports of suspect EAB infestations are to be submitted to 

one of the following individuals.  Personnel from these agencies will 
inspect the suspected ash tree(s) and identify the specimen(s). 

 
- State Entomologist, TDA-RS 
- Forest Pest Specialist, TDA-DF 
- State Plant Health Director, USDA-APHIS-PPQ 

 
4. Collected specimens will be forwarded by the TDA-RS State 

Entomologist, the TDA-DF Forest Pest Specialist, or the PPQ State Plant 
Health Director to a PPQ identifier. 

 
5. If a collected specimen is initially confirmed to be EAB by a PPQ 

identifier, the specimen will then be sent to the National Systematic 
Entomology Laboratory for final confirmation. 

 
6. All Technical Team members are to be notified that a suspect EAB is in 

the system for identification.  However, at this point, all information is not 
for public dissemination.  The public will be informed after a positive 
identification has been made. 

 
7. The identification result from the Systematic Entomology Laboratory, 

either positive or negative for EAB, will be received by PPQ, who will 
notify the Technical Team and the Communications Team. 

 
 

IV. REDUCTION OF INFESTATION RISK  
  

Objective:  Identify all major pathways of EAB introduction and ensure actions are 
taken to reduce infestations as soon as possible. 

 
A. Assess Risk of Infestation 

 
1. Assess the magnitude of the resource at risk (quantity of the ash trees).  
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      (TDA-DF) 
2. Analyze density of ash populations to identify high-risk. (TDA-DF) 

 
3. Establish an EAB Pathways Committee. (PPQ) 

a) Members include TDA-RS, TDA-DF, TDEC, PPQ, Tennessee Urban 
Forestry Council, and representation of the nursery industry, utility 
companies, and camping and recreational vehicle associations.  

b) Assess pathways and risks of EAB introduction into Tennessee. 
c) Track the spread of EAB in infested states. (Technical Team) 

 
B.  Reduce Risk of Infestation 

1. Raise public awareness about risks of firewood Importation. 
(Communications Team) 
a) Install educational posters at public and private campgrounds and 

highway rest areas. 
b) Develop and employ a variety of educational tools (e.g., media 

releases, billboards, public service announcements). 
c) Educate firewood dealers and buyers on the benefits of buying and 

selling locally produced firewood in Tennessee. 
d) Educate the public and implement (1) “Don’t move out of state 

firewood”, (2) “Use local sources of firewood”, (3) “If you have 
already brought firewood from home, don’t move it, burn it” firewood 
policy in Tennessee’s private and public campgrounds.  

e) Educate state and national camping and recreational vehicle 
associations and youth scouting organizations about the risks involved 
with transporting firewood. 
 

2. Educate industries about risks and regulations associated with movement  
of ash logs and nursery stock. (Communications Team) 

a) Reach out to primary and secondary wood processors through 
landowner, industry, and professional associations. 

b) Educate municipalities, contractors, garden centers, and landscapers 
about importance of knowing the source of ash nursery stock. 

c) Educate utility companies and others involved in tree management 
along rights-of-way. 

3. Educate law enforcement agencies (Tennessee State Highway Patrol, 
Tennessee Sheriff’s Association, and local Police Departments and 
Associations) regarding existing regulations. (PPQ and TDS-RS) 
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4. Maintain an effective nursery inspection program to ensure thorough 
inspection of ash nursery stock. (TDA-RS) 

5. Promote planting selections that contribute to a diverse and sustainable 
urban forest. 
 

6. Seek legislative support to reduce risk. (Technical Team) 
a) Invite active participation by Governor’s representative. 
b) Advocate for readiness funding from stakeholders. 

 
V. DETECTION AND MONITORING 

 
Objective:  To detect EAB introductions promptly and improve the probability of  
containing an infestation. 

 
A. Survey high-risk ash populations to detect the presence of EAB following  

USDA survey protocols.  
  

1. Continue state and federal collaborative surveys of areas with high risk of 
EAB introduction. (Technical Team) 
 

2. Annually review and plan EAB survey activities. (Technical Team 
 

3.  Communicate survey results to stakeholders and the media by media 
releases and/or informational website. (Communications Team) 

 
B. Educate the public and professionals to aid in rapid identification of an 

 infestation. 
  

1.   Provide EAB training and outreach to national resource  
professionals including TDA-RS, TDA-DF, TDEC, naturalists,  
landscapers, consulting foresters, arborists, nursery personnel, and          
other green industry workers.  (Communications Team) 
 

2.  Educate the general public about EAB. (Communications Team) 
  a)  Obtain or develop simple educational materials for the general  
                              public. 

b)  Pursue ground opportunities speaking, publishing, and  
exhibiting educational material. 
 

                  3.  Recruit and enable volunteer scouting. (Communications Team) 
                         a)   Promote awareness with media releases and public appeals for  
                               help in scouting.  

b)   Obtain/prepare kits and training to support volunteer scouting    by 
individuals and groups (e.g. Master Gardeners, Naturalists, County 
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Forest Landowner Associations, Tennessee Urban Forestry Council, 
Arborists, TFA). 

 
C. Coordinate State and National Information to address professional and 

public inquiries from Tennessee and foster cooperation and 
communication. 

  
1. Link web sites of Action Team agencies to USFS, PPQ, and               

Cooperative Emerald Ash Borer Project web sites. (Communications 
Team)  

 
2.  Coordinate with the Cooperative Emerald Ash Borer Project to  add 

Tennessee information to their web site. 
(HTTP://www.emeraldashborer.info). (Communications Team) 

 

VI. RESPONSE TO DETECTION OF AN INFESTATION 
 

Objective:  To contain and manage EAB populations, when detected. 
 

The Technical Team, with cooperation of affected local government(s), will   
implement coordinated efforts to contain the infestation according to current national 
policies and scientific information. 

 
A.      Plan and implement containment action. 

 
1. Coordinate response with affected local governments and other entities. 

a) Meet to discuss and determine the preliminary plan of action.   
(Technical Team). 

b) Schedule an emergency meeting with cooperators (e.g. regulated 
industries, city and county governments, utility companies, 
recreational areas, and others).  (TDA-RS (lead) and Technical Team) 

c) Release accurate information to the media.  (Communications Team) 
 

2. Organize and conduct a delimiting survey to determine the infestation 
boundaries.  (TDA-RS (lead) and Technical Team) 
a) As many as possible Ash trees within 0.5 mile of a positive find will 

be identified and assessed for EAB activity within a reasonable time 
frame. 

b) If additional EAB infested trees are detected in any area, an expanded 
survey will be initiated. 

c) Emphasis on survey will also be placed on nearby counties closest to 
the known infested area. 
 

3. Initiate regulatory and control activities as necessary. 

http://www.emeraldashborer.info/�
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a) Administer provisional quarantine established by TDA-RS consistent 
with Tennessee Rule 0080-6 – Emergency rules will be issued 
describing the quarantined area and regulated articles.  (TDA-RS) 

b) Determine if removal of potential host trees is appropriate.  (TDA-RS 
(lead) and Technical Team) 

c) Develop compliance agreements with stakeholders to restrict 
movement from EAB-infested (regulated) areas.  (TDA-RS and PPQ) 

d) Regulated areas will be a minimum of 1 mile away in all directions 
from know infested site(s).  The smallest political subdivision that 
can be quarantined for EAB is an entire county. 

 
4. Dispose of wood debris in cooperation with local governments.    

(Technical Team) 
a) Establish processing facilities in the quarantine zone(s) to efficiently 

handle ash debris and reclaim useable products as practical. 
b) Market reclaimed wood products. 

 
B.  Communicate information about response. 

 
1. Provide accurate information and updates to the media through the core 

members of the Communications Team.  (Communications Team) 
 

2. Provide accurate information to affected residents.  (Communications 
Team) 
a) Prepare information for customizing and distributing to affected area  
        immediately after infestation is found. 
b)   Cooperate with local governments to host local resident/landowner  
        meetings to share information as soon as possible after finding an 
        infestation. 
 

3. Communicate with public and industry professionals to foster cooperation 
      and maximize effective response.  (Communications Team) 
 
4. USDA Forest Service (USFS) assists in the detection, evaluation,  
      monitoring and management of invasive forest pests on all food forest  
      ownerships. 

 
VII.  MITIGATION OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS 

 
Objective:  To develop processes and resources for mitigating potential impacts  
in the event of the establishment of EAB populations. 

 
A. Response for urban forests 

  
1.  Develop EAB Action Plan. (Technical Team) 

  a)    Distribute draft plan to stakeholders for review. 
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  b)    TDA-RS, PPQ, TDA-DF, TDEC, and FS agree to implementation of    
                               the  plan. 

c)    Educate internal stakeholders within cooperating agencies to promote  
     common approach to plan implementation. 

 
2.   Identify resources and needs. (Technical Team) 

a)    Evaluate human and technical resources required to effectively 
       monitor for EAB and respond to introductions. 
b)   Assess human and technical resources available among partner  
       agencies (e.g. survey personnel, delimiting personnel, tree climbers)  
       and acquire commitments for their participation.   
c)    Identify sources of funding for readiness activities. 

 
3. Educate the media to ensure accuracy of information (Communication  

                        Team).  
a)    Identify key contacts (core members or Communications Team) as  
       sources of current information. 
b)   Develop a system among core members of the Communications Team  
       for coordinating messages among agencies and providing expedited  
       communications. 

  c)    Develop a media strategy to publicize the final Action Plan.  
  

4.  Explore wood waste utilization opportunities with the forest products  
     industries and other partners to reclaim ash material to its highest possible  
     use in the event a large volume of material suddenly becomes available. 
     (TDA-DF (Lead) and Technical Team) 

 
B.   Response for rural forests 

 
1. Develop (TDA-DF) and distribute (Communication Team) silvicultural 
      guidelines. 
 
2. Evaluate and encourage local market utilization. (TDA-DF (lead) and  
      Technical Team)  
 

 
C.  Technical Readiness – Ensure that policy decisions, actions, and education  

 initiatives are guided by the best and current science. 
 
 1.  Review and distribute to stakeholders recommendations for remedial 

control actions developed from recent government and university research. 
(Technical Team) 

 
 2.  Operate under most recent version of the Emerald Ash Borer Program 
           Manual. (USDA-APHIS) (Technical Team) 
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 3.  Transfer technology to field foresters, consulting foresters, arborists and 
            nursery professional as it becomes available. (Communications Team) 
 

D.    Administration Readiness – to ensure that current, relevant, and achievable   
   policies are in place that allows the actions described in this plan occur quickly 
   and unencumbered. 
 

1. Assist communities in developing local response plans. [TDA-DF (lead)  
      and Technical Team] 
 
2. Conduct training programs for local government staff. [Communications 

Team] 
 

3. Develop and distribute relevant information (print media, web, public 
      service announcements, etc.) for homeowners. [Communications Team] 
 
4. Provide updated information on EAB management techniques to arborists, 
       landscape professionals, utility companies, and other green industry 

personnel through publication and periodic workshops. [Communications 
Team] 
 

5. Explore opportunities for potential reforestation programs. [TDA-DF 
      (lead) and Technical Team] 
 
6. Participate in the National Ash Tree Seed Collection Initiative to secure 

native ash germplasm (seeds) to be presented for possible future 
reforestation efforts. [USFA Natural Resources Conservation Service] 

 
E.   Seek legislative support to cover cost associated with EAB management.  

             [Technical Team] 
 

1. Invite active participation by the Governor’s representative. 
 

2. Advocate for matching funds at state and federal levels to assist local  
      government(s) in clean-up efforts. 
 
3. Advocate for readiness funding from stakeholders. 
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APPENDIX A - Tennessee EAB Action Team and Partners 
 

 
 
Technical Team 
 
Tennessee Department of Agriculture – Division of Regulatory Services 
 (Co-chair: State Entomologist (/SPRO?)) 
Tennessee Department of Agriculture – Division of Forestry 
 (Co-chair: Forest Pest Specialist) 
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation 
 (Co-chair: State Parks Representative) 
USDA-APHIS, Plant Protection and Quarantine USDA Forest Service, State & 
Private Forestry, Forest Health Program University of Tennessee Extension Service 
 
Communications Team 
 
Tennessee Department of Agriculture – Division of Forestry  

(Co-chairs: John Fenderson – Environmental Affairs/Public Outreach Unit 
Leader, Tim Phelps – Information & Education Program Specialist) 

Tennessee Department of Agriculture – Division of Regulatory Services 
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation 
USDA-APHIS, Plant Protection and Quarantine 
USDA Forest – Service Southern Region – Atlanta – Main Office (Pineville, LA, 
Asheville, NC) 
University of Tennessee Extension Service 
 
Collaborators 
 
USFA Forest Service, Cherokee National Forest 
National Park Service, Great Smokey Mountains National Park 
National Park Service, Big South Fork National River & Recreation Area 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Tennessee Urban Forestry Council 
Tennessee Nursery and Landscape Association 
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[Stakeholders] 
 
Municipalities 
Commercial Campgrounds 
Tennessee Emergency Management Agency 
Nurseries 
US Department of Interior, National Park Service 
Tennessee Urban Forestry Council 
Middle Tennessee Nursery Association 
Tennessee Forestry Association 
Tennessee Forestry Commission 
University of Tennessee College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources 
USDA Forest Service, Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area 
Tennessee Recreation and Parks Association 
Tennessee Department of Tourist Development 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency 
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APPENDIX B  Legal Authorities 
 
The following agencies have, by law, the responsibility and authority to manage an exotic 
plant pest introduction: 
 
-Tennessee Department of Agriculture 
 -Rules of the Tennessee Department of Agriculture, Division of  
              Regulatory Services  0080-6- 
 
-USDA, APHIS, Plant Protection and Quarantine 
 -Agricultural Bioterrorism Protection Act of 2002 (Public Law 107-188) 
 -Plant Protection Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-224; June 20, 2000) 
 -Federal Plant Protection Regulations (Title 7  Code of Federal Regulations 
              300-399) 
 
-Affected local government(s) at sites of infestation. 
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APPENDIX C.  Reporting Suspect Emerald Ash Borer Infestation 
 
Reporting by the General Public: 
 
1. If a suspect infestation is found, record date and description of location.  If 

possible, collect suspect insects and a tree twig sample with leaves.  Photos of 
suspect trees and insects can also be very helpful in identification. 

 
2. Suspect insects can be placed in a plastic container such as a pill bottle and killed 

by placing in a freezer overnight.  Soft, worm-like insect larvae can be preserved 
by placing them in rubbing alcohol. 

 
3. Submit inquiries, samples or suspect infestation reports to one of the following: 
 
 -Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation 
 -University of Tennessee Extension Service offices 
 -Tennessee Department of Agriculture, Division of Regulatory Services 
 -Tennessee Department of Agriculture, Division of Forestry 
 -City Foresters or Arborists 
 
Reporting by Natural Resource Professional: 
 
Collect information and insect samples as described above and submit inquiries and 
reports to one of the following individuals.  Personnel from these agencies will inspect 
the suspected as tree(s), identify the specimen(s), and forward to appropriate 
taxonomist(s) for confirmation: 
 

Steve Powell, Entomologist 
Tennessee Department of Agriculture 
Division of Regulatory Services 
P.O. Box 40627, Melrose Station 
Nashville, TN  37204 
Phone:  615-837-5139  
 
Clint Strohmeier, Forest Pest Specialist 
Tennessee Department of Agriculture 
Division of Forestry 
P.O. Box 40627, Melrose Station 
Nashville, TN  37204 
Phone:  615-837-5432 
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Public notification of the finding of EAB in Tennessee will be conducted according to the 
guidelines in the Emerald Ash Borer Program Manual (http://www.aphis.usda.gov/import 
_export/plants/manuals/domestic/downloads/emerald_ash_borer_manual.pdf)  This 
website can be found within the USDA, APHIS, PPQ Emerald Ash  Borer website at 
http://aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/plant_pest_info/emerald_ash_b/index.shtml.  
  
 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/import�
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APPENDIX D:  Tennessee Campground Risk Summary  
(by Nights from Campers Living Within EAB Quarantine) 

 
 
Source:  USDA, APHIS, PPQ,WRD Risk Management-Data from 2/03 to 2/08 
Contact Infor:  Dr. Judith Pasek, Senior Regional Program Manager 
judith.e.paser@aphis.usda.gov 
 
 
1.   (25,825)  Obey River Park, Dale Hollow Lane (Pickett County) 
2.   (7,340)     Lillydale Recreation Area, Dale Hollow Lane (Clay County)   
3.   (6,931)     Willow Grove Campground, Dale Hollow Lake (Clay County) 
4.   (4,405)     Dale Hollow Dam Campground, Dale Hollow Lake (Clay County) 
5.   (2,926)     Seven Points, J Percy Priest Dam (Davidson County)  
6.   (1,870)     Cages Bend, Old Hickory Lake (Sumner County) 
7.   (1,256)     Floating Mill Park, Center Hill Lake (DeKalb County) 
8.   (1,166)     Defeated Creek Park,  Cordell Hull Dam (Smith County) 
9.   (1,023)     Poole Knobs, J Percy Priest Dam (Rutherford County) 
10. (789)   Cedar Creek, Old Hickory Lake (Wilson County)      
11. (680) Ragland Bottom, Center Hill Lake (DeKalb County) 
12. (579) Piney Campground, Land Between the Lakes (Stewart County) 
13. (474) Indian Boundary, Cherokee National Forest (Monroe County) 
14. (430) Anderson Road, J Percy Priest Dam (Davidson County) 
15. (381) Long Branch, Center Hill Lake (DeKalb County) 
16. (333) Lock A, Cheatham Lock and Dam (Cheatham County) 
17. (238) Salt Lick Creek, Cordell Hull Dam (Jackson County) 
18. (121) Bumpus Mills, Barkley Lock and Dam (Stewart County) 
19. (119) Holmes Creek (private owned)-Center Hill Lake (DeKalb County 
20. (108) Shutes Branch, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Wilson County) 
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      APPENDIX E:   Visits from Emerald Ash Borer Infested Areas by  
Campground -Arrival  Dates Between 01/01/2004 and 
8/24/2005-Great Smokey Mountains National Park    

 
# of visits 
 
1.   (293) Elkmont Main Campground 
2.   (202) Cades Cove 
3.   (176) Smokemont Campground 
4.   (87) Elkmont Riverside 
5.   (69) Elkmont Main Generator Free 
6.   (52) Elkmont Walk-In 
7.   (27) Cades Cove Gnenrator Free 
8.   (14) Cosby Campground 
9.   (10) Elkmont Riverside Generator Free 
10. (3) Smokemont Large Groups 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 
  

 


