
Goal: To maintain and enhance the 
health of Tennessee’s city trees. 

Threats: Non-native invasive insects 
and disesases.

Intended Results: Improved health 
and understanding of our city trees;     
establish early pest-detection networks; 
engagement with public.

Partners: USDA APHIS State Plant 
Health, Tennessee Department of 
Agriculture, Tennessee Division of 
Forestry, City of Chattanooga, 
University of Tennessee Extension, 
USFS Forest Health Protection, 
Southern Chapter ISA, along with 
many other agencies, non-profits, 
institutions, and community 
organizations. 

Contact: Katherine Medlock, Eastern 
Tennessee Program Director at The 
Nature Conservancy.
kmedlock@tnc.org
865-546-5998

An abundance of healthy trees contribute to the quality of life in Tennessee’s metro areas. The Healthy Trees, Healthy Tennessee        
initiative aims to keep our cities’ trees healthy. © Paul Kingsbury/The Nature Conservancy.

Interns with The Nature Conservancy’s Leaders in           
Environmental Action for the Future (LEAF) program 
remove weeds from a cranberry nursery bed in Tennessee. 
© 2011 Erika Nortemann/The Nature Conservancy

The Healthy Trees, Healthy Tennessee Initiative is a program to improve the 
health of TN’s city trees by engaging people in early pest detection, tree health 
monitoring and tree-planting and stewardship. The initiative will work in     
cooperation with local organizations to:
     1)   Enhance community tree planting efforts by maintaining and        ` 
           monitoring newly planted trees and those in the existing urban forest   
           canopy;
     2)   Establish coordinated systems to monitor tree health and detect high                                                                                                
           impact tree pests; and
     3)   Engage local residents in these efforts to promote and support healthy  
            trees in Tennessee.

Our City Trees
When you imagine a forest, do you picture a city? You should! Nearly 
one-quarter of America’s tree canopy exists in our own backyards, city streets 
and  parks. And when we take care of our trees, we take care of our city and 
ourselves.
Trees are essential to healthy communities. They produce oxygen, purify 
drinking water, clean the air, and prevent erosion. They can also improve our 
overall health, increase property values, reduce crime, and help cities deal with 
air and water pollution.
Additionally, trees are an important aspect of urban planning.  A city’s green 
infrastructure (trees, plants, parks) is just as important as its roads, sewers and 
water systems.  In fact, with proper planning that incorporates trees, a city can 
greatly reduce its costs for traditional infrastructure.



Protecting the Health of our City Trees and Forests

Today many of North America’s trees are being destroyed by 
non-native insects and diseases. These invaders are removing 
entire species of trees from our forests and neighborhoods, 
threatening our air, water, economies and quality of life.

While communities across the country are investing in 
tree-planting and green infrastructure, recent studies show 
that forest insects and diseases have a huge economic and 
ecological impact. Local governments spend $2 billion                  
and homeowners $2.5 billion annually for tree removal,       
replacement, treatment and lost property value.

Early detection is critical to stopping outbreaks before 
they become more complicated and expensive to control.                  
Most outbreaks of invasive pests begin in cities, which means 
residents have an important opportunity to protect the health 
of the nation’s trees and forests –  both the great expanses of 
trees and the single trees growing in front of our houses.

GET INVOLVED!
Become a Pest Detective. Be observant and look for 
unusual changes in your neighborhood trees. Trees 
usually show symptoms that they are  under attack                       
(branches dying, green leaves turning yellow or brown in 
spring and summer, insects, and holes in the bark). The 
earlier we catch a pest infestation, the easier it is to limit 
or even prevent the widespread damage caused by these 
pests. 

Tree Tending. Tree beds get trampled by people, dogs 
and trash; a well-maintained tree bed absorbs more                  
water when it rains and maintains a healthy root system 
for the tree. Street trees are surrounded by roads and          
sidewalks, and during dry times extra water can make a 
big difference.

Plant and Nurture Young Trees. The first few years of 
a tree’s life are critical to the future of a healthy tree.      
Planting and taking care of newly planted trees can               
greatly improve their chance of a long and healthy life.

TN’s Inventory of Trees. Join your neighbors in helping 
to count and catalogue the trees along your neighborhood 
streets. This information will be important as we look to 
expand upon and protect Tennessee’s urban forest.

Don’t Move Firewood. Most pests can only move small 
distances on their own, but people inadvertently move 
them great distances by moving firewood or other raw 
wood to new areas. Play it safe: buy it where you burn it, 
and please don’t move firewood.

There’s An App For That. There are apps that make it 
easy for you to identify, map and care for trees, as well as 
report tree pests to officials. A new phone application to 
identify tree pests and diseases that could affect TN’s trees 
is now available for public use. Download the Southeast 
Early Detection Network app at iTunes or Google Play.

Healthy Trees, Healthy Cities: 
The Tennessee Partnership

The Healthy Trees, Healthy Cities Initiative has        
5 major components:

1. Assess urban forest health to inform tree 
planting efforts, assess vulnerability to threats 
to tree health, and incorporate tree health 
monitoring into community tree inventory 
efforts;

2. Train volunteers to improve tree stewardship 
and tree health monitoring;  

3. Engage the public in tree planting, tree health 
monitoring, and long term care of city trees;

4. Raise awareness about the importance 
of trees and what people can do to keep             
Tennessee’s trees healthy through education and 
outreach; and

5. Use the power of partnerships to ensure the 
successful implementation of the program.

Trees produce Oxygen, clean our air, purify our drinking water, cool our cities and      
prevent our land from eroding. © Paul Kingsbury/The Nature Conservancy.

The mission of The Nature Conservancy is to 
conserve the lands and waters on which all life 
depends.


